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Océ Future Authors Project Sixth Book, 
 Blood, Sweat & Words Unveiled to the Community  

  

BOCA RATON, FLORIDA  -- November 17, 2011 --  Océ, a Canon Group 

company and an international leader in digital document management, 

recently unveiled the sixth in a series of Océ Future Authors Project 

books written by Palm Beach County middle and high school students.  

Blood, Sweat & Words was presented to students, parents, school 

administrators and community officials at a book signing held at the City of 

Boca Raton Spanish River Library.   

 

One of the new authors, Farrah Fox, a sixth grader at Don Estridge Middle 

School, said she has loved writing since an early age and found her 

experience as an Océ Future Author further motivation for her to pursue a 

career in the arts.   

 

“The writing workshop taught me a lot,” she said.  “I understand how to 

write better; how to make the reader actually feel what I write. The book is 

so much more than I expected.   I now know I want to do something with 

the arts.” 

 

Triton Payne, a seventh grader at BAK Middle School of the Arts, opened 

the book signing program with the reading of his poem, “Recovery by 

Sarah.”  His dream is to be a writer and play music the rest of his life. “I 
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learned how to take writing and run with it and create a beautiful work of 

art,” he said. 

 

A junior at Glades Central High School, Perisha Smith read her piece, 

“Hate and Anger,” to the crowd of more than 100 people at the book 

signing.  She wants to be a professional R&B songwriter and found the 

program to be a pleasant surprise.  “I did not expect to learn as much as I 

did,” she said.  “I learned how to be more detailed and descriptive in my 

writing—to paint a picture for the reader.” 

 

Congratulations for the young published authors were expressed by 

Francis McMahon, Vice President of Marketing, Océ North America 

Production Printing Systems; City of Boca Raton Mayor Susan Whelchel; 

Palm Beach County School Board Chairman Frank Barbieri; and Assistant 

Superintendent Dr. Janis Andrews. 

 

Océ began the program in 2006 in partnership with the School District of 

Palm Beach County.  The program was created as a way to inspire young 

people to pursue their love of writing and reading.  During the eight-day 

free writing workshop, participants hear from well-known authors, learn 

new writing skills from licensed language arts teachers and are coached 

through a variety of writing exercises.  As a result, students improve their 

writing and critical thinking skills, develop an understanding of how authors 

are published, and learn about today’s digital print and publishing 

opportunities.  Student writings are compiled, professionally published and 

digitally printed in final book form on Océ production printing system 

equipment.  

 

This year’s program was made possible thanks to generous grants from 

the Lawrence Sanders Foundation; Maroone, an AutoNation Company; 

and Xplor International, a not-for-profit educational and networking 

association serving users and suppliers of document technologies. 



“Programs like this offer students an invaluable opportunity to expand their 

educational experience,” said Janis Andrews, Ed.D., Assistant 

Superintendent, Division of Curriculum. “We are grateful for this private-

public partnerships with Océ.” 

McMahon says his company is proud to have started this program, which 

reflects the company’s desire to put their book publishing and digital 

printing expertise to work in the local community. 

“Thanks to this program, nearly 300 Palm Beach County students over the 

past six years have enjoyed the thrill of becoming published authors,” he 

said.   

During the program, dates for the 2012 writing workshop were announced 

as June 11-14 and 18-21.  Interested students should contact their 

language arts teachers for applications or email Diana Yohe at 

Diana.yohe@palmbeachschools.org. 

For more information on how to become a sponsor or make a donation to 

the program, contact the Executive Director of the Palm Beach County 

Education Foundation, Mary Kay Murray, at 

murraymk@palmbeach.k12.fl.us. 

For more information about the Océ Future Authors Project, visit 
www.oceusa.com/futureauthors.  

Cutlines:  

1. (l to r) Jessica Dale, Woodlands Middle School; Diana Yohe, 
District of Palm Beach Schools; Francis McMahon, Océ North 
America; Jessie Mootz, Woodlands; and Aalisha Jaisinghani, BAK 
Middle School of the Arts. 

 

2. Farrah Fox, 6th grade, Don Estridge Middle School 

3. Francis McMahon; Triton Payne, a seventh grader at BAK Middle 
School of the Arts; Assistant Superintendent Dr. Janis Andrews; 
and Palm Beach County School Board Chair Frank Barbieri. 

 



4. The students who read their works at the book signing:  (l to r) 
Karrie Raymond, sixth grade, Don Estridge Middle School; Triton 
Payne; and Perisha Smith, a junior at Glades Central High School. 

# # # 

About Océ 
Océ is one of the leading providers of document management and printing for 
professionals. The Océ offering includes office printing and copying systems, high speed 
digital production printers and wide format printing systems for both technical 
documentation and color display graphics. Océ is also a foremost supplier of document 
management outsourcing. Many of the Fortune Global 500 companies and leading 
commercial printers are Océ customers. The company was founded in 1877. With 
headquarters in Venlo, The Netherlands, Océ is active in over 100 countries and employs 
more than 20,000 people worldwide. Total revenues in financial 2010 amounted to 
approximately €2.7 billion. Océ is listed on Euronext in Amsterdam. For more information 
visit www.oce.com. 
 
Océ North America is headquartered in Trumbull, CT, with additional business units in 
Chicago, IL and Boca Raton, FL.  North America represents 34% of Océ’s worldwide 
revenues, and employment is over 8,000.  For more information about Océ North America, 
visit www.oceusa.com.  Outside the U.S., consult http://global.oce.com. 
 
Océ and Canon: Stronger together 
In 2010 Océ joined the Canon Group of companies with headquarters in Tokyo, Japan, to 
create the global leader in the printing industry. Canon develops, manufactures and 
markets a growing line up of copying machines, printers, cameras, optical and other 
products that meet a diverse range of customer needs. The Canon Group comprises over 
197,000 people worldwide. Global net sales in 2010 were more than US $45 billion. For 
more information visit www.canon.com. 
 
About Canon U.S.A., Inc.         
Canon U.S.A., Inc., is a leading provider of consumer, business-to-business, and industrial 
digital imaging solutions. Its parent company, Canon Inc. (NYSE:CAJ), a top patent holder 
of technology, ranked fourth overall in the U.S. in 2010†, with global revenues of more than 
US $45 billion and is listed as number five in the computer industry on Fortune Magazine's 
World’s Most Admired Companies 2011 list.  Canon U.S.A. is committed to the highest 
levels of customer satisfaction and loyalty, providing 100 percent U.S.-based consumer 
service and support for all of the products it distributes. At Canon, we care because caring 
is essential to living together in harmony. Founded upon a corporate philosophy of Kyosei – 
"all people, regardless of race, religion or culture, harmoniously living and working together 
into the future" – Canon U.S.A. supports a number of social, youth, educational and other 
programs, including environmental and recycling initiatives. Additional information about 
these programs can be found at www.usa.canon.com/kyosei. To keep apprised of the latest 
news from Canon U.S.A., sign up for the Company's RSS news feed by visiting 
www.usa.canon.com/rss. 

†Based on weekly patent counts issued by United States Patent and Trademark Office. 

All referenced product names, and other marks, are trademarks of their respective owners. 


